Project: Telular SX5E Phonecell with Internet Data over Wireless COM Port

By Alan Spicer January 2005

Introduction to us and what we do

This is Alan Spicer Telecom Co. which is a Computer, Communications, and Computer Networking Service Company near Fort Lauderdale Florida. Our contact information is below.

 

Internet Access using Telular SX5E Phonecell and sending the COM Port over a Wired/Wireless Network

The customer had an existing Telular TDMA unit which was connected to standard RJ-11 phone jacks on his small yacht. This allowed normal Analog Phones (cordless phones and standard POTS telephone sets) to be used over the cellular network. He had Internet access but wanted to upgrade to newer technology and an increase in speed. For Internet over the TDMA unit they used Circuit Switched Data over the analog phone lines.

The enclosure where the existing unit was mounted was pretty small - and the possibility of drilling holes to run cables was prohibited. The data connection for newer Telular units was DB-9 RS-232 (serial) data, in other words a standard external modem type cable would need to be run to connect to the computer, a laptop computer. So how do we get RS-232 data out of a closed compartment to a laptop in a convenient and flexible manner?

I turned to a little bit of creativity and came up with a method, which I have made into a kit which can accomplish exactly what was needed. The benefit is that the data portion of the Telular SX5e (and similar units) can be made accessible on a wired and or wireless local area network. This basically un-tethers the Internet access part of the units. Well to make a long story short it did work. And the unit was installed and demonstrated to the yacht owner and it works perfectly.

So what’s interesting about these Telular boxes?

These Telular units can be used both on marine vessels as well as in homes or offices. They help you to eliminate the dependence on land hard wired telephone lines and allow you to take advantage of the GSM (or CDMA) cellular networks for your telephone service and keep your existing telephone equipment that you are used to. Or connect a PBX to the correct Telular model and your vessel or office is ready to go on cellular. The newer Internet (data services) provide faster access than dial-up and provide these services in places (for yachts in marinas and off the coast lines) where it is difficult to get an Internet Connection at all. Some marinas don’t have wireless Hotspots, and landline dial-up service is pretty bad and very slow. When you use cellular networks you become your own Hotspot. And you save money over their weekly or monthly Hotspot fees.
Instructions, Documentation, and Support

I provide complete documentation on computer and networking jobs, including a diagram of how the system is connected and configured. Instructions are included in this project documentation. I provide technical support by email and/or telephone for my installations.

Other Projects

I have worked on over 25 Motor Yachts in 2004/2005 and in a few homes as well. Network and Internet Access systems are working every day in them.


Please visit my web site on: http://telecom.dyndns.biz for further information on services that I can provide.


I have also sub contracted via other local companies and have worked with adding or improving computer and Internet networking for yachts with Inmarsat (Sat B, Fleet 33, Fleet 55, Fleet 77) Wavecall, and VSAT ... as well as doing computer upgrades and fixes. I have Internet Service Provider experience and have worked with Cable Modems, Dial-Up Internet, and DSL type of connections.

 
My Contact Information: Alan Spicer Telecom – 954-683-3426 a_spicer@bellsouth.net
